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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for controlling a uSer station configured for communications with a multiplicity 
of independently-operated data sources Via a non-proprietary network, comprising: 

providing a user interface to enable a user at the user station to select multiple ones of the 
multiplicity of independently-operated data object sources to be polled; 

automatically polling each of the\selected data object sources in order to determine 
availability of desired data at each of the selected data object sources; and 

automatically transporting desired dat^^ determined to be available from each of the selected 
data object sources to the user station. 

2. The method as set forth in Claim l\ wherein the automatically polling operation is 

3. The method as set forth in Claim 1, whWein the automatically pollmg operation is 
performed in accordance with a separate, user-modifiable schedule for each of the selected data 
object sources. 

4. The method as set forth in Claim 1, wherein thfe non-proprietary network is the hitemet. 

5. The method as set forth in Claim 1 , wherein the c^sired data at each of the selected data 
object sources comprises news updates. 

6. The method as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the deWed data at respective ones of the 
selected data object sources comprises updates to respective ones of muUiple publications. 

7. The method as set forth in Claim ^, wherein the desireid data at respective ones of the 
selected data object sources comprises software updates to respective ones of multiple software 
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products. 

8. The method as set forth in Clail 
selected data object sources comprises up< 
installed on the user station. 

9. The method as set forth in Claim 1 Awherein the desired data at each of the selected data 
object sources comprises updates for a single A-oduct installed on the user station. 

10. The method as set forth in Claim 1 , Wherein the user interface presents the user with a 
list of available data object sources to choose from. 

11 . The method as set forth in Claim 1, whWein the user interface presents the user with a 
menu from which to select the data object sources t6 be polled. 

w 

12. The method as set forth in Claim 1, whWein the automatically polling operation is 
performed by automatically effectuating a separate conmiunication session with each of the selected 
data object sources. \ 

13. The method as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the automatically polling and transporting 
operations are performed in accordance with an object manifest that includes at least an address of 
each of the selected data object sources and an identification of the desired data at each of the 
selected data object sources. \ 

14. The method as set forth in Claim 13, wherein thetobject manifest is generated through 
an application programming interface based upon input of themser via the user interface. 

15. The method as set forth in Claim 13, wherein transporter software installed on the user 
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Station performs the automatically poUW and automatically transporting operations. 

16. The method as set forth in\ciaim 15, wherein the user interface is provided by the 
transporter software. 

17. The method as set forth in Claii^ii 15, wherein the user interface is provided by ahigher- 
level software entity. 

18. The method as set forth in Claim \ 7, wherein the higher-level software entity includes 
an HTML-capable viewer. 

19. The method as set forth in Claim V5, wherein the transporter software includes an 
HTML-capable viewer. \ fty 

20. The method as set forth in Claim 15, ^^erein the transporter software is embedded in 
a higher-level software entity. 

21. The method as set forth in Claim 20, whe\ein the higher-level software entity provides 
the user interface. 

22. The method as set forth in Claim 21, whereiV the higher-level software entity includes 
an HTML-capable viewer. 

23. The method as set forth in Claim 1, whereiA the automatically polling operation is 
performed by automatically effectuating a separate communication session v^th each of the selected 
data object sources in accordance with a separate polling schedule for each of the selected data object 
sources. 
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24. The method as set forth in c\^m 23, wherein each of the separate polling schedules is 
user-modifiable. 

25. The method as set forth in Clairft 1, wherein the automatically polling and transporting 
operations are performed in accordance withVn object manifest that includes at least an address of 
each of the selected data object sources, an identification of the desired data at each of the selected 
data object sources, and a respective polling schedule for each of the selected data object sources. 

26. The method as set forth in Claim 13l wherein the object manifest is user-modifiable 
through an application programming interface baSfed upon input of the user via the user interface. 

27. The method as set forth in Claim 25, wherein t)ie respective polling schedule for each 
of the selected data object sources can be different. 

28. The method as set forth in Claim 1, whefein the automatically polling operation is 
performed by automatically effectuating a separate comnWication session with each of the selected 
data object sources in accordance with a separate respectiv^ polling schedule for each of the selected 
data object sources. 

29. The method as set forth in Claim 1, wherein «ae automatically polling operation is 
performed by automatically effectuating a separate communication session with each data object 
source in accordance with a user-modifiable polling schedule For that data object source. 

30. The method as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the ^tomatically polling operation is 
performed by automatically effectuating a separate communicatibn session with each data object 
source in accordance with a polling schedule for that data object soiS^ce that is specified by that data 
object source. 
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31. The method as set forth in ClaiVn 25, wherein the respective polling schedule for each 
of the selected data object sources is specified by the respective data object source. 

32. The method as set forth in Claim 25, wherein the respective polling schedule for each 
of the selected data object sources is user-mod^fiable. 

33. The method as set forth in Claim 1 , 
transporting operations are performed vdthout 

34. The method as set forth in Claim l\ further comprising automatically storing the 
transported desired data on a persistent storage medium aythe user station. 

35. The method as set forth in Claim 1, Either comprising automatically storing the 
transported desired data in a designated storage locati&n on a storage medium at the user station. 

36. The method as set forth in Claim I, further comprising automatically storing the 
transported desired data on a storage medium at the user\station. 

37. The method as set forth in Claim 36, further dpmprising automatically integrating the 
desired data stored on the storage medium into at least onS existing product installed on the user 
station. \ 

38. The method as set forth in Claim 37, wherein the kt least one existing product includes 
a database product. \ 

39. The method as set forth in Claim 37, wherein the at least one existing product includes 
a software product. \ 



lerein the automatically polling and automatically 
user action or intervention. 
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40. The method as set forth in Claii^ 37, wherein the at least one existing product includes 
an information and/or software product. \ 

41. A method for controlling a usdr station configured for conmiunications with a 
multiplicity of independently-operated data souices via a non-proprietary network, comprising: 

providing a user interface to enable a useV at the user station to select multiple ones of the 
multiplicity of independently-operated data objecAsources; 

automatically effecting respective commuAcation sessions with each of the selected data 
object sources; and \ 

automatically fetching desired data from each M the selected data object sources during each 
of the respective communication sessions. \ 

42. The method as set forth in Claim 41 , wherein ftie respective communication sessions are 
effected in accordance with a separate schedule for each df the selected data object sources. 

43. The method as set forth in Claim 42, whereinVhe separate schedule for each of the 
selected data object sources is user-modifiable. \ 

44. The method as set forth in Claim 42, wherein thd separate schedule for each of the 
selected data object sources is specified by the respective data ooject source. 

45. The method as set forth in Claim 42, wherein the s^arate schedule for each of the 
selected data object sources can be different. \ 

46. The method as set forth in Claim 41 , wherein the non-proprtetary network is the hitemet. 

47. The method as set forth in Claim 4 1 , wherein the desired dat^t each of the selected data 
object sources comprises news updates. \ 
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48. The method as set forth i\ Claim 41, wherein the desired data at respective ones of the 
selected data object sources comprises updates to respective ones of multiple publications. 

49. The method as set forth in c\aim 41, wherein the desired data at respective ones of the 
selected data object sources comprises software updates to respective ones of multiple software 
products. \ 

50. The method as set forth in ClaimUl, wherein the desired data at respective ones of the 
selected data object sources comprises updatk for respective ones of multiple software products 
installed on the user station. \ 


5 1 . The method as set forth in Claim 41 , \^erein the desired data at each of the selected data 
sources comprises updates for a single prochict installed on the user station. 


52. The method as set forth in Claim 41 , wherein the user interface presents the user with 
a list of available data object sources to choose from.\ 

53. The method as set forth in Claim 41, wherqn the user interface presents the user with 


a menu of available data object sources to choose from. \ 

54. The method as set forth in Claim 41, whereiA the automatically effecting respective 
communication sessions and fetching operations are performed in accordance with an object 
manifest that includes at least an address of each of the Selected data object sources and an 
identification of the desired data at each of the selected data object sources. 

55. The method as set forth in Claim 54, wherein the oWiect manifest is generated through 
an application programming interface based upon input of the usW via the user interface. 
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56. The method as set forth in Claim 54, wherein transporter software installed on the user 
station performs the automatically effectirig respective communication sessions and fetching 
operations. \ 

57. The method as set forth in Claim\56, wherein the user interface is provided by the 
transporter software. \ 

58. The method as set forth in Claim 56, Aerein the user interface is provided by a higher- 
level software entity. \ 

59. The method as set forth in Claim 58, wherein the higher-level software entity includes 
an HTML-capable viewer. \ ^ 

60. The method as set forth in Claim 54, whWein the transporter software includes an 
HTML-capable viewer. \ 

6L The method as set forth in Claim 56, wherein the transporter software is embedded in 
a higher-level software entity. \ 

62. The method as set forth in Claim 61, wherein theViigher-level software entity provides 
the user interface. \ 

63. The method as set forth in Claim 62, wherein the hifeher-level software entity includes 
an HTML-capable viewer. \ 

64. The method as set forth in Claim 41, wherein the aikomatically effecting respective 
communication sessions and fetching operations are performed \in accordance with an object 
manifest that includes at least an address of each of the selected data object sources, an identification 
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of the desired data at each of the selected ^ata object sources, and a respective fetching schedule for 
each of the selected data object sources. 

65. The method as set forth in Claiiia 64, wherein the respective polling schedule for each 
of the selected data object sources can be different. 

66. The method as set forth in Claim 64, wherein the respective polling schedule for each 
of the selected data object sources is specified by the respective data object source. 

67. The method as set forth in Claim 64,\^herein the respective polling schedule for each 
of the selected data object sources is user-modifiable. 


68. The method as set forth in Claim 41, wherein the automatically effecting respective 
communication sessions and fetching operations ar^ performed without any user action or 
intervention. 

69. The method as set forth in Claim 4 1 , fiirther con^prising automatically storing the fetched 
data on a persistent storage medium at the user station. 

70. The method as set forth in Claim 4 1 , fiirther comprising automatically storing the fetched 
data in a designated storage location on a storage medium at the user station. 

7 1 . The method as set forth in Claim 4 1 , fiirther comprising automatically storing the fetched 
data on a storage medium at the user station. 

72. The method as set forth in Claim 71 , further comprisirig automatically mtegrating the 
fetched data stored on the storage medium into at least one existinj^ product installed on the user 
station. 
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73. The method as set forth in\31aim 72, wherein the at least one existing product includes 
a database product. 

74. The method as set forth in Cl^m 72, wherein the at least one existing product includes 
a software product. 

75. The method as set forth in Claim\72, wherein the at least one existing product includes 
an information and/or software product. 

76. Software stored on a computer-read^le storage medium at a user station configured for 
communications with a multiplicity of independently-operated data sources via a non-proprietary 
network, comprising: 

an interface fimction that provides a user int^ace to enable a user at the user station to select 
multiple ones of the multiplicity of independently-oberated data object sources to be polled; 

a polling fimction that automatically polls eacV of the selected data object sources in order 
to determine availability of desired data at each of theiselected data object sources; and 

a transport fimction that automatically transportstiesired data determined to be available from 
each of the selected data object sources to the user station. 

77. The software as set forth in Claim 76, wherein Ijie polling fimction automatically polls 
in accordance with a user-modifiable schedule. 

78. The software as set forth in Claim 76, wherein theboUing fimction automatically polls 
in accordance with a separate, user-modifiable schedule for each of the selected data object sources. 


79. The software as set forth in Claim 76, wherein ihk non-proprietary network is the 


Internet. 
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80. The software as set fortllin Claim 76, wherein the desired data at each of the selected 
data object sources comprises news updates. 

81 . The software as set forth in Claim 76, wherein the desired data at respective ones of the 
selected data object sources comprises updates to respective ones of multiple publications. 

82. The software as set forth in Claiftt 76, wherein the desired data at respective ones of the 
selected data object sources comprises software updates to respective ones of multiple software 
products. 

83. The software as set forth in Claim 76\wherein the desired data at respective ones of the 
selected data object sources comprises updates f()^ respective ones of multiple software products 
installed on the user station. 

84. The software as set forth in Claim 76, whWein the desired data at each of the selected 
data object sources comprises updates for a single product installed on the user station. 

85. The software as set forth in Claim 76, whereit^the user interface presents the user with 
a list of available data object sources to choose from. 

86. Software stored on a computer-readable storage nledium at a user station configured for 
communications with a multiplicity of independently-operated data sources via a non-proprietary 
network, comprising: 

an interface function that provides a user interface to enable a user at the user station to select 
multiple ones of the multiplicity of independently-operated data ot>ject sources; 

a communication fimction that automatically effects respective communication sessions with 
each of the selected data object sources; and 

a fetch fvinction that automatically fetches desired data from eaVh of the selected data object 
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sources during each of the respective contaiunication sessions. 

87. The software as set forth in Claini86, wherein the communication function automatically 
effects the respective communication sessiot^ in accordance with a user-modifiable schedule. 

88. The software as set forth in Claim 86, wherein communication fimction automatically 
effects the respective communication session^ in accordance with a separate, user-modifiable 
schedule for each of the selected data object sou^s. 

89. The software as set forth in Claim 8^, wherein the non-proprietary network is the 
Internet. 

90. The software as set forth in Claim 86, wl\erein tl^e desired data at each of the selected 
data object sources comprises news updates. 

91 . The software as set forth in Claim 86, whereih the desired data at respective ones of the 
selected data object sources comprises updates to respectWe ones of multiple publications. 

92. The software as set forth in Claim 86, wherein the desired data at respective ones of the 
selected data object sources comprises software updates toyespective ones of multiple software 
products. 

93. The software as set forth in Claim 86, wherein the dfesired data at respective ones of the 
selected data object sources comprises updates for respective oljes of multiple software products 
installed on the user station. 

94. The software as set forth in Claim 86, wherein the desired data at each of the selected 
data object sources comprises updates for a single product installedW the user station. 
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95. The software as set forth in Claim 86, wherein the user interface presents the user with 
a Ust of available data object sources to choose from. 

96. A user station configured for commxmications with a multiplicity of independently- 
operated data sources via a non-proprietary network, comprising: 

means for providing a user interface to fenable a user at the user station to select muhiple ones 
of the multiplicity of independently-operated data object sources to be polled; 

means for automatically polling each of the selected data object sources in order to determine 
availability of desired data at each of the selected data object sources; and 

means for automatically transporting desi W data determined to be available from each of 
the selected data object sources to the user station. 

97. The user station as set forth in Claim ^6, wherein means for automatically polling 
automatically polls in accordance with a user-modifiaWe schedule. 

98. The user station as set forth in Claim 96, wherein means for automatically polling 
automatically polls in accordance with a separate, user-mAdifiable schedule for each of the selected 
data object sources. \ 

99. The user station as set forth in Claim 96, wher^n the non-proprietary network is the 
Internet. \ 

1 00. The user station as set forth in Claim 96, wherein thddesired data at each of the selected 
data object sources comprises news updates. \ 

101 . The user station as set forth in Claim 96, wherein the\desired data at respective ones 
of the selected data object sources comprises updates to respective 6nes of muhiple publications. 
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102. The user station as set forth in Claim 96, wherein the desired data at respective ones 
of the selected data object sources comp\ises software updates to respective ones of multiple 
software products. 

103. The user station as set forth in daim 96, wherein the desired data at respective ones 
of the selected data object sources comprises\ updates for respective ones of multiple software 
products installed on the user station. 

1 04. The user station as set forth in Claim 96, wherein the desired data at each of the selected 
data object sources comprises updates for a single feroduct installed on the user station. 

105. The user station as set forth in Claim 96. wherein the user interface presents the user 
with a list of available data object sources to choose fripm. 

106. A user station configured for communications with a multiplicity of independently- 
operated data sources via a non-proprietary network, con\prising: 

means for providing a user interface to enable a userW the user station to select multiple ones 
of the multiplicity of independently-operated data object sources; 

means for automatically effecting respective conuAunication sessions with each of the 
selected data object sources; and \ 

means for automatically fetching desired data from each of the selected data object sources 
during each of the respective commimication sessions. 

107. The user station as set forth in Claim 106, whereiVi the respective communication 
sessions are automatically effected in accordance with a user-mocnfiable schedule. 

108. The user station as set forth in Claim 106, wherein me respective communication 
sessions are automatically effected in accordance with a separate, user\nodifiable schedule for each 
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of the selected data object sources. 


109. The user station as set forth in Claim 106, wherein the non-proprietary network is the 


Internet. 


110. The user station as set forth in\ Claim 106, wherein the desired data at each of the 
selected data object sources comprises news updates. 

111. The user station as set forth in Claiii 106, wherein the desired data at respective ones 
of the selected data object sources comprises updkes to respective ones of multiple publications. 

112. The user station as set forth in Claim 106, wherein the desired data at respective ones 
of the selected data object sources comprises sofh^e upcjates to respective ones of multiple 
software products. 

113. The user station as set forth in Claim 106, xA^erein the desired data at respective ones 
of the selected data object sources comprises updates fof respective ones of multiple software 
products installed on the user station. 

1 14. The user station as set forth in Claim 106, wherein the desired data at each of the 
selected data object sources comprises updates for a single prokuct installed on the user station. 


115. The user station as set forth in Claim 106, wherein tMp user interface presents the user 
with a list of available data object sources to choose from. 
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